Chapter III
THE INDIVIDUAL AND SOCIETY

THERE has been much speculation regarding the relationship between
the individual human being and his society. Is the individual prior to
the society? or is the society prior to the individual? "Prior" may be
thought of either as previous in time or as superior in importance. If
previous in time, the question is whether Homo sapiens began at some
point during the course of his evolution to lose the biological equipment
that permitted him to survive as an individual (to have his claws turn
into nails, to have his instinctive responses begin to atrophy, etc.) and
thus was forced, in order to survive as a species, to develop social modes
of life or whether it was the development of social modes of life that
made claws, instincts, etc., unnecessary and therefore led to their evolu-
tionary disappearance. If "prior" is taken to mean of superior impor-
tance, the question is whether the society exists for the benefit of the
individual, as American philosophers usually contend, or the individual
exists for the benefit of the society, as the German metaphysicians and
political ideologists have claimed. A great deal has been written for and
against each of these views, but without profit; for all such discussion
is equivalent to the futile debate over the priority of the hen or the egg.
The verifiable fact is that all human beings have been born into and
inducted into some sort of society. Legend to the contrary, there is no
authenticated instance of a human infant who has survived on his own
or has been brought up by wolves, apes, or any other lower animals.1
The human infant is so completely helpless and remains helpless for so
very long that he must be given constant and considerable care for a con-
siderable time and the kind of care that only human beings can provide.
Human beings presuppose a society, for all human beings were born
helpless infants and had to be taken care of and taught the ways of
human beings. Conceivably, a mother alone and on her own in the wilder-
ness might bear and support a child. She would, nonetheless, be serving

1 The latest of the many attempts to validate the ancient legend of wolf children
are A. Gesell, Wolf Child md Human Child (Harper, New York, 1939); and J. L
Singh and R. M. Zingg, Wolf Children md Feral Mm (Harper, New York, 1942).
For criticisms of the data on wolf children, see W. Dennis, "The Significance of
Feral Man" (Amer. J. PsychoL, vol. 54, pp. 425-432, 1941); and J. R Foley, Jr., "The
'Baboon Boy' of South Africa" (Amer. J. PsychoL, vol. 53, pp. 128-133, 1940),
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